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Welcome to the Aspire Academy Trust

Aspire is a vibrant, highly successful and widely recognised trust
determined to raise standards of educational achievement to the very
highest levels.  We don’t just aim for our children to achieve what is
average or expected, but for them to excel both academically and in
character.

We live in a global economy that requires our children to be prepared to
think both critically and creatively, solve complex problems, and to
communicate well.  Mastery of the basics: reading, writing, maths and
technology is our core purpose, and this sits alongside an emphasis on
character education, sports and the arts.

Each school is an integral part of their local community with a clear
sense of identity and we value the contribution each of these make to
our trust. By working in true partnership, we offer exceptional learning
experiences to all our children, so they benefit from the strength that
being part of the extended Aspire family brings.  If you want to learn
more about us, our nurseries, our schools and outdoor education
centres, then please visit our website at www.aspireacademytrust.org

We can't wait to meet you!



Aspire Vision

"By working together and inspiring excellence; we enable 
our children to excel both academically and in character." 

Our mission statement is a declaration of the reason for 
our very existence, our core purpose. It brings clarity and 
meaning to the trust's overall strategy, which in turn 
provides the purpose and direction for all staff. 

"Nurturing curiosity, resilience, respect and excellence; our 
children will thrive and live life well." 

Our vision statement is inspirational, aspirational, 
motivational and achievable, capturing the essence of 
what the children leaving our academies will carry with 
them into their adult futures. 
                                                               



Aspire Values
The Aspire values are the foundation blocks of the 
trust. These core principles guide and direct us, our culture and 
behaviours. They act as our moral compass throughout the working 
day. 

Aspiration 
"We imagine possibilities and make them real" 

Self-belief 
"We believe in ourselves, in heart, mind and soul" 

Passion 
"We dare to be different and follow our dreams" 

Integrity 
"We nurture trust and respect and do what is right" 

Resilience 
"We find a way or make a way" 

Excellence 
"We strive to achieve our absolute best" 



Head of School Welcome

Sandy Hill Academy and Nursery is a vibrant, exciting 
community offering many opportunities for both 
educational and personal development. Our school 
motto is, 'Aspiring to achieve, determined to 
succeed,'

We encourage children to use this language for 
learning, building independence and resilience, 
developing life skills. Our aim is to ensure that 
every child has the opportunity to enjoy their school 
life and to achieve their maximum potential within a 
supported, vibrant, whole child-centred 
environment.  

Your support is always greatly appreciated in this 
important aspect of your child's life. Sandy HIll 
Academy has a team of dedicated, hardworking and 
loyal staff. We look forward to working with you 
during your child's time at our school. 

Mr Walker 
Head of School 

Welcome to Sandy Hill Academy.



Our vision and values:  Aspiring to achieve, determined to succeed 

Our vision for Sandy Hill Academy is for it to be a centre of excellence for teaching and 
learning for all. We will aim to create an environment that is safe and that enhances and 
develops children’s desire to learn and to equip them for their future. 

Sandy Hill will be a place where children’s individual needs and abilities will be recognised and 
nurtured, their successes acknowledged and celebrated.  
We strive to be a place where children are happy, confident and secure in the knowledge that 
they are valued and listened to, where they can be excited and challenged in an environment 
that promotes learning at all levels.  

We see Sandy Hill Academy at the centre of our community, accessible to all, and identified as 
a centre for exemplary primary practice where every child matters, recognising that all 
children have talents and abilities to celebrate. We encourage a strong community spirit, 
where we show consideration and respect for each other; understand differences, and 
uphold kind, well-mannered behaviour.

My Personal Best…



We have two Reception Classes at Sandy Hill Academy. Mrs Evans and Mrs Penny are the class 
teachers and work closely together to ensure that all children have equal opportunities and that 
there is continuity across the setting. The classrooms are joined by a shared outside area where 
the children can learn together to provoke their curiosity and their love of learning. From the 
outside learning environment, the children can access our very own library where there is 
opportunity to feed their imagination and foster the love of reading. We also have a wild area in 
which children can encounter nature and explore the natural world around them. We are really 
proud of our ever developing learning spaces and environments and love to capture the 
outstanding learning that happens within them. 

The Reception Teachers

Mrs Penny- Apple ClassMrs Evans- Cherry Class



Children learn through a balance of Teacher input 

through 'Together Time' and play 'Continuous Provision'.

Observations of children's 

learning are documented 

using Tapestry.

Children have 

access to their 

classroom 

environment 

and the shared 

outside area 

that both 

classes lead 

out in to.

Classrooms mirror 

activities and areas

Our LearningOur Learning  
EnvironmentEnvironment



Outside of the Classroom

Reception Library- We enjoy this 

space together and the children are 

encouraged to take a book home to 

share with their families each week. 

We have a wonderful outside space that children can 

explore. The children have a wide access to resources and 

activities that support all aspects of the EYFS Framework. 



Ethos, Aims and Values...

At Sandy Hill we... 

We have created an enriched environment that enhances and develops children’s curiosities and 
desire to learn that will equip them for their future. 

Sandy Hill is a place where children’s individual needs and abilities are recognised and nurtured, their 
successes acknowledged and celebrated.  

Sandy Hill is a place where children are happy, confident and secure in the knowledge that they are 
valued and listened to.  Children are excited and challenged in an environment that promotes learning 
at all levels.  

Sandy Hill Academy is at the centre of our community, welcoming to all, and identified as a centre for 
exemplary Primary Practice. 
At Sandy Hill Academy we recognise that children develop quickly in the Early Years. We aim to give 
children the best possible start to life, a secure foundation that their learning can be built upon. 
Children are born ready and are able and eager to learn and we aim to promote their learning in our 
warm, caring and safe environment.  

We recognise the importance of a strong partnership between parents, carers and staff at school. This 
is an essential ingredient to the child’s success and we encourage parents to contribute to their child’s 
development by sharing their child’s learning journey and attending parent meetings. 



Our Curriculum

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum. This document sets out the standards 
that all Early Years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept 
healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives 
children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future 
progress through school and life.



Reading and Phonics
At Sandy Hill Academy we teach Phonics using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised which is a 
complete systematic synthetic phonics programme (SSP) developed for schools by schools. Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is based on the original Letters and Sounds, but has been 
extensively revised to provide a complete teaching programme meeting all the expectations of the 
National Curriculum, the Ofsted Deep Dive into reading and preparing your children to go beyond 
the expectations of the Phonics Screening Check that takes place during Year 1. 

Daily Taught Phonics Session  

Each day your child will be taught Phonics. This is a fun, practical and interactive session that 
teaches the skills of oral segmenting and blending all children require to become good readers and 
writers. 

The reading, including the teaching of systematic, synthetic phonics, is taught from the beginning of 
Reception. Words are made up from small units of sound called phonemes. Phonics teaches 
children to be able to listen carefully and identify the phonemes that make up each word. This helps 
children to read words and to spell words using the corresponding graphemes (the written 
corresponding sound) . The children will then progress onto digraphs (sounds made up to two 
letters such as 'sh' and 'ch) and trigraphs (sounds made up of three letters such as 'igh' and 'ear.') 

We hold a parent workshop in the Autumn term to equip parents to support their child at home. 



A Day in Reception...

During the day we enjoy a healthy snack and enjoy the 

opportunity to develop our conversational skills during our 

daily 'snack and chat'.

We have a carefully planned and 

structured day with clear 

routines and procedures. These 

change throughout the year and 

reflect the needs, interests and 

developments of the children. We enrich children's learning 

by providing hands on 

opportunities for children to 

develop skills, knowledge 

and interests. 

We teach the children through 

discreet taught sessions. 

Children receive a daily taught 

Phonics and Maths session 

each day and will attend a 

guided reading session three 

times per week. Through our 

broad and balanced 

curriculum we provide 

children with enriched learning 

opportunities woven 

throughout our topics which 

inspire children to practise 

skills that have been taught 

and modelled to them during 

continuous provision.

Children with a SEND are 

supported to achieve, with 

high expectations for all 

children. Every child is 

supported to succeed and 

all of their developments 

are celebrated. 



Learning is memorable, meaningful 
and FUN!!!

I love Sandy Hill because...



Our School Day

The school gates are open from 8:30am-8:40am. 
The parents of the Reception children enter the main school gates taking their child to 
their allocated drop off point where they will be greeted by their teacher (see website 

for further information and videos).  

At the end of the day the children are collected from the same place at 3:00pm.  

Please note further guidance will be given regarding drop off and collection times. The 
first two weeks of school the children will be given different timings for the transition 

period and timings will be staggered accordingly to allow a smooth transition into school. 
This information will be given to all new starters as part of their 'Welcome Packs'.



School Uniform

School Uniform 

Our Nursery and Reception children wear 
black plain or branded jumpers with the 
Sandy Hill logo. Branded jumpers can be 
ordered direct from Wovina 
(www.wovina.com) or Screenprint, 
Holmbush. Plain jumpers are also 
accepted, and preloved jumpers with logos 
can be provided by the school office.  

All other uniform items can be sourced 
locally. For further details, please refer to 
the EYFS Welcome Booklet Reception 2024.  

All hair is to be kept tied back with no 
dyes or colours added and Grade 2 as the 
shortest cut length. 

Jewellery allowed is a watch and one 
single pair of small, plain stud earrings. 

PE Kit 

Children should wear a plain coloured 
t-shirt with either plain black shorts 
or jogging bottoms for PE. The 
children are allocated to house teams 
and the colour of their t-shirt should 
match their house team colour. 

Your child's house team will be 
confirmed to you upon starting 
school. 

PE kit is a requirement however can 
be purchased from a wide range of 
sources, e.g. supermarkets. 



School Dinners

Our kitchen and menus are managed by Aspens, with school lunches cooked on site by our 
fantastic catering team.  

Each day there is a nutritious, healthy menu which always includes a vegetarian option. 
Packed lunches and jacket potatoes are also available daily. Please see the sample menu 
below. 

We will also endeavour to cater for any specific dietary need that your child may have. Please 
make us aware if your child has any dietary requirements or allergies.



Kids Club

Sandy Hill Kids Club is a 
breakfast and after 
school club open to 
Sandy Hill children, for 
children aged from 4 to 11 
years. 

It is run by qualified and 
experienced staff who 
plan and organise fun 
activities for your 
children. The children are 
supervised at all times 
by the staff, who have 
all been subject to a DBS 
check.

Breakfast Club 

Open from 7.45am where 
the children are then 
taken to their 
classrooms for 8:30am.  

After School Club 

During the week children 
will have the opportunity 
to take part in art, 
crafts and games as 
well as doing their 
homework or reading to 
a member of staff. 

The children are asked 
to bring a healthy snack 
and drink. 

Times & Prices 
 

Breakast Club 
7.45am – 8.30am: 

£5.00 per child per 
session 

 
 

After School Club 
Early Session:  

End of school day - 
4.15pm: £5.00 

 
Late Session: 

End of school day - 
5.30pm: £9.00 



Learning Together

Tapestry is an easy-to-use and secure online learning journal that helps 
staff and families across Aspire academies celebrate their children’s 
learning and development in Nursery and the Reception Classes. 

As parents, the first day of handing over your child to the care of another 
can be an emotional time. As your child adjusts to experiences without you 
at their childminder, nursery, or school, parents continue to want to share 
in these times.  

Tapestry facilitates this by enabling a personal journal, or diary, to build 
over time. Photographs, videos and notes of special moments are not only 
recorded, but can be made available regularly and often immediately to you 
via your iPhone or Android App.

"Tapestry keeps you in 
touch with your child’s day 

wherever you are"



SEND Co-ordinator

Mrs Carter is our SENDCo.  She works closely with class 
teachers and teaching assistants to create 
programmes of support to meet the needs of the child. 

If a class teacher feels that a pupil requires support 
that is additional to or different from what is provided 
within the classroom then following discussions with 
parents, the pupil may be put on our school's Record of 
Need. 

Our aim is to support pupils and parents through this 
process, by explaining each step as it happens, providing 
support resources and materials if needed and regularly 
reviewing progress made to identify next steps. 

Sometimes, we work with a range of external agencies 
to provide the best support for children, including: 

Speech & Language therapists 
Educational Psychology 
Occupational Therapy 
Neuro Developmental Specialists 
Medical professionals 

We will be happy to talk over any questions or concerns 
you may have regarding your child's needs.Camilla Carter 

SEND Co-ordinator



Parent Support Advisor

Parenting is not an easy job and, at times things can get tough. 
Like every other parent, you want what is best for your child. 
Parent Support Advisers are there to help deal with any 
worries or concerns. I may not have all the answers, but 
together we can work out how to find them. 

How Do I Do This? 
-I offer one to one support 
-I listen to you and offer support and advice 
-Provide information about other relevant services in the area 
-Offer opportunities to attend parenting groups and to learn 
together.  

What is a Parent Support Adviser?  
Parent Support Advisers are there to help you and your child 
get the best from your school by providing support, advice and 
information. A Parental Support Adviser works closely with 
families to support school staff and external agencies in 
partnership with families. Helping parents to feel comfortable 
about coming into school and participating in their children's 
learning. 

I will be happy to help you with any concerns you may have such 
as: 
 · Changes in Behaviour with your child 
 · Child sleep issues 
 · Debt management 
 · Housing concerns 
 · Help with any forms that need completing.Sarah Chown 

Parent Support Advisor



Trauma-Informed Schools

Trauma Informed Schools UK is a registered community interest company
working in association with the Centre for Child Mental Health. It provides
training to ensure that every adult in a school or community has the skills
and understanding to respond appropriately to the relational and
emotional needs children may display. 

TiS supports schools to create a mentally healthy environment and culture
in which all within the school community, adults and children alike, can
flourish and achieve. It advocates a whole school response and evidenced
based relational approaches to provide an enriched environment to buffer
the impact of stress that may  result from adversity and painful life
events.  

In addition, specially trained Trauma and Mental Health Informed
Practitioners offer targeted intervention  to  children who may be
experiencing challenges within their life that without support may act as
a barrier to their ability to fully engage with life and learning. 



Safeguarding
"We have a commitment to safeguard our children.   

"We all have a responsibility to act if we are worried about a child.  
All children have a right to be safe no matter who they are or what their 

circumstance.  

"Keeping children safe is everyone's responsibility." 

Every academy within the Aspire Academy Trust is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment. 
  
We have a number of policies and procedures in place that contribute to our 
safeguarding commitment, including our Child Protection Policy. 
  
Sometimes we may need to share information and work in partnership with 
other agencies when there are concerns about a child's welfare. We will 
ensure that our concerns about our pupils are discussed with parents/carers 
first, unless we have reason to believe that such a move would be contrary 
to the child's welfare.



Staying in Touch

Address: Sandy Hill Academy, Sandy Hill, St Austell, PL25 3AT 

Email: hello@sandyhill.org.uk 

Phone: 01726 75858 

Website:www.sandyhill.org.uk

Click icons 

for more info



Thank you for reading our book. 
We hope to see you soon!








